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fronted with formidable and pressing peril nearer home.
The smouldering hatred within the royal family burst
out in a fierce explosion in 1737. Walpole described
this unnatural conflict as the most troublesome and the
most dangerous he had yet known. It arose from the
marriage of the Prince of Wales, and was destined to
have in the fulness of time a disastrous effect on the
fortunes of Walpole. Prince Frederick, like his grand-
son George IV, is a striking instance of the common and
inevitable contrast in courts between important position
and paltry character. By placing himself at the head
of the able band in opposition, he took the sting out
of Walpole's standing charge, that the coalition was
essentially Jacobite j and the adhesion of the heir to
the throne marked a signal change in the position of
Pultenoy, Wyndham, Cartorot, and their friends. The
prince was vain, childish, and truthless. In 174-5, when
the news arrived that the Highland rebels had reached
Derby, and that his brother had inarched northward to
moot them, he was found playing at blindman's buff
with the pages. Ho had a passion for disguising himself
and running ofl' to bull-baits at Hocldey-in-tho-Hole.
He was incontinent of speech, hoodloss of all correspond-
ence between words and things, and while overflowing
with conceit, was destitute of solf-respoct. This was the
material out of which Bolingbroko designed to make his
first Patriot King.

The prince, on his marriage, found his allowance
of 5Q,OOOiL not enough for his now establishment. It
was, moreover, intensely galling to him to feel that
even this sum was not permanently settled by the
arrangement of Parliament, but took the form of an
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